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ITEM 5. OTHER EVENTS

As summarized in the press release attached as Exhibit 99.1, EchoStar
Communications Corporation ("EchoStar") announced today that, subject to
customary regulatory approval, it has increased its equity stake in Starband
Communications Inc. ("Starband") to 32% and has acquired four out of seven seats
on the Starband Board of Directors. In exchange, EchoStar will invest an
additional $50 million in Starband. Further, EchoStar will lease transponder
capacity to Starband from a next generation satellite. EchoStar's equity stake
will increase to 60% upon commencement of the construction of the next
generation satellite.
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Pursuant to the requirements of the Securities Exchange Act of 1934, as
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ECHOSTAR COMMUNICATIONS CORPORATION

Dated: July 11, 2001 By: /s/ Michael R. McDonnell

Michael R. McDonnell,
Senior Vice President and Chief
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99.1 Press Release, dated July 11, 2001, issued by EchoStar

announcing increased equity stake in Starband Communications
Inc.



