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ITEM 8.01   OTHER EVENTS

On October 3, 2005, the company sent a letter to Third Point LLC. The text of
the letter is furnished as Exhibit 99.1 hereto.

ITEM 9.01         EXHIBITS

EXHIBIT NUMBER    DESCRIPTION

--------------    -----------

     99.1        Letter from the company to Third Point LLC, dated October 3,
                 2005.
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                                   SIGNATURES

     Pursuant to the requirements of the Securities Exchange Act of 1934, the
registrant has caused this report to be signed on its behalf by the undersigned.

                                        LIGAND PHARMACEUTICALS INCORPORATED

Date: October 3, 2005                   By:      /s/ Warner R. Broaddus
                                        Name:    Warner R. Broaddus
                                        Title:   Vice President, General Counsel
                                                 & Secretary                  
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