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Dear Fellow Stockholder:
You are cordially invited to attend the 2017 Annual Meeting of Stockholders (the “Annual Meeting”) of Farmer Bros.
Co. (the “Company”), which will be held at the Marriott Hotel & Golf Club at Champions Circle, 3300 Championship
Parkway, Fort Worth, Texas 76177, on Thursday, December 7, 2017, at 10:00 a.m., Central Standard Time. The
formal Notice of Annual Meeting of Stockholders and Proxy Statement, which are contained in the following pages,
outline the actions that will, or may, if properly presented, be taken by the stockholders at the meeting. You should
also have received a proxy card or voting instruction form and postage-paid return envelope, which are being solicited
on behalf of our Board of Directors (the “Board”). Participants in the Farmer Bros. Co. Employee Stock Ownership Plan
should follow the instructions provided by the plan trustee, GreatBanc Trust Company.
It is important that your shares be represented at the Annual Meeting whether or not you are personally able to attend.
Accordingly, after reading the attached Notice of Annual Meeting of Stockholders and Proxy Statement, please
promptly submit your proxy as described on your proxy card or voting instruction form. If you choose to submit your
proxy to vote your shares by the proxy card or voting instruction form, please sign, date and mail the proxy card or
voting instruction form in the enclosed postage-paid return envelope. You may also submit a proxy to vote by
telephone or Internet. Instructions for submitting a proxy over the Internet or by telephone are provided on the
enclosed proxy card. Your cooperation is greatly appreciated.
We look forward to sharing more about the Company at the Annual Meeting. In addition to the business to be
transacted and described in the accompanying Notice of Annual Meeting of Stockholders and Proxy Statement, we
will discuss recent developments and strategic initiatives during the past year, and respond to comments and questions
of general interest.
On behalf of the Board, we thank you for your interest and investment in the Company. We look forward to seeing
you on December 7, 2017. As a final note and also on behalf of the Board, we would like to thank Guenter W. Berger
and Hamideh Assadi, who are not standing for re-election, for their dedication, commitment and longstanding service
to the Company.
Sincerely yours,  

Michael
H. Keown
President
and Chief
Executive
Officer

Randy E.
Clark
Chairman
of the
Board of
Directors

*********************
The attached Proxy Statement is dated October 27, 2017 and is first being mailed on or about October 30, 2017.

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Farmer Bros. Co. • 1912 Farmer Brothers Drive, Northlake, Texas 76262 • (682) 549-6600 • www.FarmerBrosCo.com
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FARMER BROS. CO.
1912 Farmer Brothers Drive
Northlake, Texas 76262
NOTICE OF ANNUAL MEETING OF STOCKHOLDERS
TO BE HELD ON DECEMBER 7, 2017
TO THE STOCKHOLDERS OF FARMER BROS. CO.:
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the 2017 Annual Meeting of Stockholders (the “Annual Meeting”) of Farmer
Bros. Co., a Delaware corporation (the “Company” or “Farmer Bros.”), will be held at the Marriott Hotel & Golf Club at
Champions Circle, 3300 Championship Parkway, Fort Worth, Texas 76177, on Thursday, December 7, 2017, at
10:00 a.m., Central Standard Time, for the following purposes:

1.
To elect two Class II directors to the Board of Directors (the “Board”) of the Company for a three-year term of office
expiring at the Company’s 2020 Annual Meeting of Stockholders and until their successors are elected and duly
qualified;

2.To ratify the selection of Deloitte & Touche LLP as the Company’s independent registered public accounting firm
for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2018;

3.To hold an advisory (non-binding) vote to approve the compensation paid to the Company’s named executive
officers;

4.To hold an advisory (non-binding) vote on the frequency of future stockholder advisory votes to approve the
compensation paid to the Company’s named executive officers; and

5.To transact such other business as may properly come before the Annual Meeting or any continuation,
postponement or adjournment thereof.

The foregoing items of business are more fully described in the Proxy Statement accompanying this Notice of Annual
Meeting of Stockholders. The Board recommends: a vote “FOR” each of the two nominees for director named in the
accompanying Proxy Statement, a vote “FOR” Proposals Nos. 2 and 3, and a vote of “ONE YEAR” for Proposal No. 4 on
the enclosed proxy card.
The Board has fixed the close of business on October 23, 2017 as the record date for the determination of stockholders
entitled to notice of, and to vote at, the Annual Meeting and at any continuation, postponement or adjournment
thereof.
*********************
IMPORTANT NOTICE REGARDING THE AVAILABILITY OF PROXY MATERIALS
FOR THE 2017 ANNUAL MEETING OF STOCKHOLDERS TO BE HELD ON DECEMBER 7, 2017
This Notice of Annual Meeting of Stockholders, the accompanying Proxy Statement, the Company’s 2017 Annual
Report, which includes its Annual Report on Form 10-K for the fiscal year ended June 30, 2017, and form proxy card
are available at:
http://proxy.farmerbros.com.
     Please submit a proxy as soon as possible so that your shares can be represented and voted at the Annual Meeting
in accordance with your instructions. By submitting your proxy promptly, you will save the Company the expense of
further proxy solicitation. For specific instructions on submitting a proxy to have your shares voted, please refer to the
instructions on the proxy card or the information forwarded by your bank, broker or other nominee. Even if you have
submitted a proxy, you may still vote in person if you attend the Annual Meeting. Please note, however, that if your
shares are held of record by a bank, broker or other nominee and you wish to vote in person at the Annual Meeting,
you must obtain a legal proxy issued in your name from such bank, broker or other nominee. If you are a beneficial
holder of shares held in “street name,” you should follow the voting instructions provided by your bank, broker or other
nominee to ensure that your shares are represented and voted at the Annual Meeting.
If you are a participant in the Farmer Bros. Co. Employee Stock Ownership Plan (the “ESOP”), you should follow the
instructions provided by the ESOP trustee, GreatBanc Trust Company (the “ESOP Trustee”), with respect to having the
shares allocated to you in the ESOP voted at the Annual Meeting. If you are an ESOP participant, although you may
attend the Annual Meeting, you will not be able to cast a vote at the Annual Meeting with respect to any shares you
hold through the ESOP.
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Your vote is very important. Please submit your proxy even if you plan to attend the Annual Meeting. To submit a
proxy to vote your shares over the Internet or by telephone, please follow the instructions on the enclosed proxy card.
By Order of the Board of Directors
TERI L. WITTEMAN
Secretary
Northlake, Texas
October 27, 2017
********************
The accompanying Proxy Statement provides a detailed description of the business to be conducted at the Annual
Meeting. We urge you to read the accompanying Proxy Statement carefully and in its entirety.
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FARMER BROS. CO.
1912 Farmer Brothers Drive
Northlake, Texas 76262
PROXY STATEMENT
INFORMATION CONCERNING VOTING AND SOLICITATION
What are the date, time and place of the Annual Meeting?
The enclosed proxy card is being delivered with this Proxy Statement on behalf of the Board of Directors (the “Board
of Directors” or the “Board”) of Farmer Bros. Co., a Delaware corporation (the “Company,” “we,” “our” or “Farmer Bros.”), in
connection with the 2017 Annual Meeting of Stockholders (the “Annual Meeting”) to be held on Thursday, December 7,
2017, at 10:00 a.m., Central Standard Time, or at any continuation, postponement or adjournment thereof, for the
purposes described in this Proxy Statement and in the accompanying Notice of Annual Meeting of Stockholders, and
to transact such other business as may properly come before the Annual Meeting. Proxies are solicited to give all
stockholders of record an opportunity to vote on matters properly presented at the Annual Meeting. The Company
intends to mail this Proxy Statement, the accompanying proxy card and the Company’s 2017 Annual Report, which
includes its Annual Report on Form 10-K for the fiscal year ended June 30, 2017 (“2017 Form 10-K”), on or about
October 30, 2017 to all stockholders entitled to notice of and to vote at the Annual Meeting. The Annual Meeting will
be held at the Marriott Hotel & Golf Club at Champions Circle, 3300 Championship Parkway, Fort Worth, Texas
76177. If you plan to attend the Annual Meeting in person, you should review the details below under the section
captioned “Who can attend the Annual Meeting?”
What am I voting on?
You will be entitled to vote on the following proposals at the Annual Meeting:

•The election of two Class II directors to serve on our Board for a three-year term of office expiring at the Company’s
2020 Annual Meeting of Stockholders and until their successors are elected and duly qualified;

•The ratification of the selection of Deloitte & Touche LLP (“Deloitte”) as our independent registered public accounting
firm for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2018;

•The approval, on an advisory (non-binding) basis, of the compensation paid to the Company’s named executive
officers; and

•The approval, on an advisory (non-binding) basis, of the frequency of future stockholder advisory votes to approve
the compensation paid to the Company’s named executive officers.
How does the Board recommend that I vote?
The Board recommends that you vote using the enclosed proxy card:

•
“FOR” the election of each of the two nominees named herein to serve on our Board as Class II directors for a
three-year term of office expiring at the Company’s 2020 Annual Meeting of Stockholders and until their successors
are elected and duly qualified;

•“FOR” the ratification of the selection of Deloitte as our independent registered public accounting firm for the fiscal
year ending June 30, 2018;
•“FOR” the approval of, in an advisory (non-binding) vote, the compensation paid to our named executive officers; and

•“ONE YEAR” in an advisory (non-binding vote), for the frequency of conducting future stockholder advisory votes to
approve the compensation paid to our named executive officers.
Who can vote?
The Board has set October 23, 2017 as the record date (the “Record Date”) for the Annual Meeting. You are entitled to
notice of and to vote at the Annual Meeting any shares of common stock, par value $1.00 per share, of the Company
(“Common Stock”), and any shares of Series A Convertible Participating Cumulative Perpetual Preferred Stock, par
value $1.00 per share, of the Company (“Series A Preferred Stock”), on an as-converted basis, in each case, of which
you are the holder of record as of the close of business

1
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on the Record Date. Each share of Series A Preferred Stock entitles the holder(s) thereof to vote on an as-converted
basis together with the holders of Common Stock as a single class. Your shares may be voted at the Annual Meeting
only if you are present in person or your shares are represented by a valid proxy. A list of stockholders entitled to vote
at the Annual Meeting will be available for examination by any stockholder for any purpose germane to the Annual
Meeting during ordinary business hours at the principal executive offices of the Company located at 1912 Farmer
Brothers Drive, Northlake, Texas 76262 for the ten days prior to the Annual Meeting and also at the Annual Meeting.
How many shares are outstanding and how many shares are needed for a quorum?
At the close of business on the Record Date, 16,843,270 shares of Common Stock entitled to 16,843,270 votes, and
14,700 shares of Series A Preferred Stock entitled to 383,611 votes, for a total of 17,226,881 votes, were outstanding
and entitled to vote at the Annual Meeting. Each share of Series A Preferred Stock entitles the holder(s) thereof to
vote on an as-converted basis together with the holders of the Common Stock as a single class. The Company has no
other class of securities outstanding.
A majority of the issued and outstanding shares of Common Stock and Series A Preferred Stock (on an as-converted
basis voting together with the Common Stock as a single class) present in person or represented by proxy and entitled
to vote at the Annual Meeting will constitute a quorum at the Annual Meeting, which quorum is required to hold the
Annual Meeting and conduct business. If you are a record holder of shares of Common Stock or Series A Preferred
Stock as of the Record Date and you submit your proxy, regardless of whether you abstain from voting on one or
more matters, your shares will be counted as present at the Annual Meeting for the purpose of determining a quorum.
If your shares are held in “street name,” your shares are counted as present for purposes of determining a quorum if your
bank, broker or other nominee submits a proxy covering your shares. Your broker, bank or other nominee is entitled to
submit a proxy covering your shares as to certain “routine” matters, even if you have not instructed your broker, bank or
other nominee on how to vote on such matters. In the absence of a quorum, the Annual Meeting may be adjourned,
from time to time, by vote of the holders of a majority of the total number of shares of Common Stock and Series A
Preferred Stock (on an as-converted basis voting together with the Common Stock as a single class) represented and
entitled to vote at the Annual Meeting.
What is the difference between a record holder and a beneficial owner?
If at the close of business on the Record Date your shares were registered directly in your name, you are considered
the “record holder” of your shares. If, on the other hand, at the close of business on the Record Date your shares were
held in an account at a brokerage firm, bank, dealer, or other similar organization or other nominee, then you are the
beneficial owner of shares held in “street name” and the proxy materials, as applicable, are being forwarded to you by
that organization. The organization holding your account is considered the stockholder of record for purposes of
voting at the Annual Meeting. As a beneficial owner, you have the right to direct that organization on how to vote the
shares in your account. If you hold your shares in “street name,” please instruct your bank, broker or other nominee how
to vote your shares using the voting instruction form provided by your bank, broker or other nominee so that your vote
can be counted. The voting instruction form provided by your bank, broker or other nominee may also include
information about how to submit your voting instructions over the Internet or telephonically, if such options are
available.
How can I vote my shares?
You may vote your shares at the Annual Meeting using one of the following methods (please also see the information
provided above concerning the difference between holding shares as a record holder and holding shares beneficially
through a bank, broker or other nominee—beneficial holders should follow the voting instructions provided by such
bank, broker or other nominee):

•
By mail. You may vote your shares by completing, signing and mailing the enclosed proxy card included with these
proxy materials (or voting instruction form in the case of beneficial holders). Please refer to your proxy card or voting
instruction form for instructions on either submitting your proxy or voting by mail.

•

Over the Internet. If you have access to the Internet, you may submit your proxy over the Internet by following the
instructions included on the enclosed proxy card (or voting instruction form in the case of beneficial holders for whom
Internet voting is available). Please refer to your proxy card or voting instruction form for instructions on either
submitting a proxy or voting over the Internet.
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•
By telephone. You may submit a proxy to have your shares voted by calling a toll-free telephone number listed on the
enclosed proxy card (or voting instruction form in the case of beneficial holders for whom telephone voting is
available). Please refer to your proxy card or voting instruction form for instructions on submitting a proxy by phone.

•

In person at the Annual Meeting. Stockholders are invited to attend the Annual Meeting and vote in person at the
Annual Meeting. If you are a beneficial owner of shares you must obtain a legal proxy from the bank, broker or other
nominee of your shares to be entitled to vote those shares in person at the Annual Meeting. If you are a record holder,
you are encouraged to complete, sign and date the enclosed proxy card and mail it in the enclosed postage-paid
envelope regardless

2
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of whether or not you plan to attend the Annual Meeting. If you hold your shares in “street name,” you are encouraged
to follow the voting instructions provided by your bank, broker or other nominee to ensure that your shares are
represented and voted at the Annual Meeting.
A control number, located on the instructions included with the proxy card, is designated to verify your identity and
allow you to vote your shares and confirm that your voting instructions have been recorded properly. If you submit
your proxy over the Internet or by telephone, there is no need to return a signed proxy card. However, you may change
your voting instructions by subsequently completing, signing and delivering the proxy card.
As noted above, if you hold shares beneficially in street name through a bank, broker or other nominee, you may vote
your shares by following the voting instructions provided by your bank, broker or other nominee. Telephone and
Internet voting may be also available—please refer to the voting instruction form provided by your bank, broker or other
nominee for more information.
How do I vote if I am an ESOP participant?
The ESOP owns approximately 10.8% of the Company's outstanding voting securities, based on 16,843,270 shares of
Common Stock and 14,700 shares of Series A Preferred Stock, representing 383,611 shares of Common Stock on an
as-converted basis, outstanding as of October 23, 2017. Each ESOP participant has the right to direct the ESOP
Trustee on how to vote the shares of Common Stock allocated to his or her account under the ESOP. The ESOP
Trustee will vote all of the unallocated ESOP shares (i.e., shares of Common Stock held in the ESOP, but not
allocated to any participant’s account) and allocated shares for which no voting directions are timely received by the
ESOP Trustee, in its independent fiduciary discretion. If you are an ESOP participant and want to revoke any prior
voting instructions you provided to the ESOP Trustee in respect of the Annual Meeting, you must contact the ESOP
Trustee.
If you are a participant in the ESOP, although you may attend the Annual Meeting in person, you will not be able to
cast a vote at the meeting with respect to any shares you hold through the ESOP.
Who can attend the Annual Meeting?
Admission to the Annual Meeting is limited to stockholders and their duly-appointed proxy holders as of the close of
business on the Record Date with proof of ownership of the Company’s Common Stock or Series A Preferred Stock, as
well as valid government-issued photo identification, such as a valid driver’s license or passport. If your shares are
held in the name of a bank, broker or other nominee and you plan to attend the Annual Meeting, you must present
proof of your ownership of Common Stock or Series A Preferred Stock, such as a bank or brokerage account
statement, to be admitted to the Annual Meeting. If you are a participant in the ESOP, although you may attend the
Annual Meeting in person, you will not be able to cast a vote at the meeting with respect to any shares you hold
through the ESOP. Any holder of a proxy from a stockholder must present the proxy card, properly executed, and a
copy of proof of ownership.
We will be unable to admit anyone who does not present identification or refuses to comply with our security
procedures. No cameras, recording equipment, electronic devices, large bags or packages will be permitted at the
Annual Meeting. You are encouraged to submit a proxy to have your shares voted regardless of whether or not you
plan to attend the Annual Meeting. Your vote is very important. Please submit your proxy card even if you plan to
attend the Annual Meeting.
How will votes be tabulated?
All votes will be tabulated by the inspector of election appointed by the Company for the Annual Meeting, who will
separately tabulate affirmative and negative votes and abstentions in accordance with Delaware law.
What is a “broker non-vote”?
A “broker non-vote” occurs when a nominee holding shares for a beneficial owner has not received voting instructions
from the beneficial owner and does not have discretionary authority to vote the shares. If you hold your shares in
street name and do not provide voting instructions to your bank, broker or other nominee, your shares will be
considered to be broker non-votes and will not be voted on any proposal on which your bank, broker or other nominee
does not have discretionary authority to vote. Brokers generally do not have discretionary voting power (i.e., they
cannot vote) on non-routine matters without specific instructions from their customers. Proposals are determined to be
routine or non-routine matters based on the rules of the various regional and national exchanges of which the
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brokerage firm is a member. Shares that constitute broker non-votes will be counted as present at the Annual Meeting
for the purpose of determining a quorum, but will not be considered entitled to vote on the proposal in question.
Brokers generally have discretionary authority to vote on the ratification of the selection of Deloitte as our
independent registered public accounting firm. Brokers, however, do not have discretionary authority to vote on the
election of directors to serve on our Board, the advisory vote to approve the compensation paid to our named
executive officers, and the advisory vote on the frequency of future stockholder advisory votes to approve the
compensation paid to our named executive officers because they are considered non-routine

3
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matters. Consequently, without your voting instructions, the bank, broker or other nominee that holds your shares
cannot vote your shares on these proposals.
What vote is required to approve each proposal?
Election of Directors. Directors are elected by a plurality of the votes of the shares of Common Stock and Series A
Preferred Stock (on an as-converted basis voting together with the Common Stock as a single class) present in person
or represented by proxy at the Annual Meeting and entitled to vote on the election of directors. This means that the
two individuals nominated for election to the Board at the Annual Meeting who receive the highest number of
properly cast “FOR” votes (among votes properly cast in person or by proxy) will be elected as directors. In director
elections, stockholders may either vote “FOR” or withhold voting authority with respect to director nominees. Shares
voting “withhold” are counted for purposes of determining a quorum. However, if you withhold authority to vote with
respect to the election of either or both of the nominees, your shares will not be voted with respect to those nominees
indicated. Therefore, “withhold” votes will not affect the outcome of the election of directors. Broker non-votes will also
not affect the outcome of the election of directors.
Ratification of Accountants. The ratification of the selection of Deloitte as our independent registered public
accounting firm for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2018 requires the affirmative vote of a majority of the shares of
Common Stock and Series A Preferred Stock (on an as-converted basis voting together with the Common Stock as a
single class) present or represented by proxy at the Annual Meeting and entitled to vote thereat. Abstentions will have
the same effect as votes “against” the ratification. Because brokers have discretionary authority to vote on the
ratification, we do not expect any broker non-votes in connection with the ratification.
Advisory (Non-Binding) Vote to Approve the Compensation Paid to our Named Executive Officers. The advisory
(non-binding) vote to approve the compensation paid to the Company’s named executive officers requires the
affirmative vote of a majority of the shares of Common Stock and Series A Preferred Stock (on an as-converted basis
voting together with the Common Stock as a single class) present or represented by proxy at the Annual Meeting and
entitled to vote thereat. Abstentions will have the same effect as votes “against” the proposal. Broker non-votes will not
affect the outcome of the proposal because shares held by a bank, broker or other nominee who has not received
instructions from the beneficial owner of the shares as to how the shares are to be voted on the proposal are not
entitled to vote on such proposal at the Annual Meeting.
Advisory (Non-Binding) Vote to Approve the Frequency of Future Stockholder Advisory Votes to Approve the
Compensation Paid to our Named Executive Officers. The advisory (non-binding) vote to approve the frequency of
future stockholder advisory votes to approve the compensation paid to the Company’s named executive officers
requires the affirmative vote of a majority of the shares of Common Stock and Series A Preferred Stock (on an
as-converted basis voting together with the Common Stock as a single class) present or represented by proxy at the
Annual Meeting and entitled to vote thereat. If none of the frequency alternatives (one year, two years or three years)
receives the vote of a majority of the shares of Common Stock and Series A Preferred Stock (on an as-converted basis
voting together with the Common Stock as a single class) present or represented by proxy and entitled to vote on the
matter, we will consider the highest number of votes cast by stockholders to be the frequency that has been selected by
our stockholders. Abstentions will have no effect on the proposal. Broker non-votes will not affect the outcome of the
proposal because shares held by a bank, broker or other nominee who has not received instructions from the beneficial
owner of the shares as to how the shares are to be voted on the proposal are not entitled to vote on such proposal at the
Annual Meeting.

What do I do if I receive more than one proxy card or voting instruction form?
If you receive more than one proxy card or voting instruction form from your bank, broker or other nominee, it means
you hold shares that are registered in more than one name or account. To ensure that all of your shares are voted, sign,
date and return each proxy card or voting instruction form. To vote by telephone or over the Internet, follow the
instructions for voting over the Internet or by telephone provided on the enclosed proxy card or provided on the voting
instruction form provided by your bank, broker or other nominee.
How will my shares be voted if I sign, date and return the proxy card but do not specify how I want my shares to be
voted?
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As a stockholder of record, if you sign, date and return the proxy card but do not specify how you want your shares to
be voted, your shares will be voted by the proxy holders named in the enclosed proxy as follows:

•
“FOR” the election of each of the two Board nominees named herein to serve on our Board as Class II directors for a
three-year term of office expiring at the Company’s 2020 Annual Meeting of Stockholders and until their successors
are elected and duly qualified;

•“FOR” the ratification of the selection of Deloitte as our independent registered public accounting firm for the fiscal
year ending June 30, 2018;

4
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•“FOR” the approval of, in an advisory (non-binding) vote, the compensation paid to our named executive officers; and

•“ONE YEAR” in an advisory (non-binding vote), for the frequency of conducting future stockholder advisory votes to
approve the compensation paid to our named executive officers.
In their discretion, the proxy holders named in the enclosed proxy are authorized to vote on any other matters that may
properly come before the Annual Meeting and at any continuation, postponement or adjournment thereof. The Board
of Directors knows of no other items of business that will be presented for consideration at the Annual Meeting other
than those described in this Proxy Statement. In addition, no stockholder proposal or nomination was received on a
timely basis, so no such matters may be brought to a vote at the Annual Meeting.
How can I revoke a proxy?
If you vote by proxy, you may revoke that proxy or change your vote at any time before it is voted at the Annual
Meeting. Stockholders of record may revoke a proxy or change their vote prior to the Annual Meeting by sending to
the Company’s Secretary, at the Company’s principal executive offices at 1912 Farmer Brothers Drive, Northlake,
Texas 76262, a written notice of revocation or a duly executed proxy bearing a later date, by attending the Annual
Meeting in person and voting in person, or by submitting a proxy over the Internet or by telephone by following the
instructions on the proxy card. Please note that attendance at the Annual Meeting will not, by itself, revoke a proxy.

If your shares are held in the name of a bank, broker or other nominee, you may change your vote by submitting a new
voting instruction form to your bank, broker or other nominee. Please note that if your shares are held of record by a
bank, broker or other nominee, and you decide to attend and vote at the Annual Meeting, your vote in person at the
Annual Meeting will not be effective unless you present a legal proxy, issued in your name from the record holder
(your bank, broker or other nominee). ESOP participants must contact the ESOP Trustee directly to revoke any prior
voting instructions.
When will the voting results be announced?
The final voting results will be reported in a Current Report on Form 8-K, which will be filed with the Securities and
Exchange Commission (the “SEC”) within four business days after the Annual Meeting. If our final voting results are
not available within four business days after the Annual Meeting, we will file a Current Report on Form 8-K reporting
the preliminary voting results and subsequently file the final voting results in an amendment to the Current Report on
Form 8-K within four business days after the final voting results are known to us.
Are there interests of certain persons in matters to be acted upon?
No director or executive officer of the Company who has served at any time since the beginning of the 2017 fiscal
year, and no nominee for election as a director of the Company, or any of their respective associates, has any
substantial interest, direct or indirect, in any matter to be acted upon at the Annual Meeting other than Proposal No.
1–Election of Directors. No director has informed the Company in writing that he or she intends to oppose any action
intended to be taken by the Company at the Annual Meeting.
Who will solicit proxies on behalf of the Board?
Proxies may be solicited on behalf of the Board, without additional compensation, by the Company’s directors, director
nominees and certain executive officers and other employees of the Company. The original solicitation of proxies by
mail may be supplemented by telephone, telegram, facsimile, electronic mail, Internet and personal solicitation by our
directors, director nominees and certain of our executive officers and other employees (who will receive no additional
compensation for such solicitation activities). You may also be solicited by advertisements in periodicals, press
releases issued by us and postings on our corporate website or other websites. Unless expressly indicated otherwise,
information contained on our corporate website is not part of this Proxy Statement. In addition, none of the
information on the other websites listed in this Proxy Statement is part of this Proxy Statement. These website
addresses are intended to be inactive textual references only.
Who is paying for the cost of this proxy solicitation?
The entire cost of soliciting proxies on behalf of the Board, including the costs of preparing, assembling, printing and
mailing this Proxy Statement, the proxy card and any additional soliciting materials furnished to stockholders by, or
on behalf of, the Company, will be borne by the Company. Copies of the Company’s solicitation material will be
furnished to banks, brokerage houses, dealers, the ESOP Trustee, voting trustees, their respective nominees and other
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agents holding shares in their names, which are beneficially owned by others, so that they may forward such
solicitation material, together with our 2017 Annual Report, which includes our 2017 Form 10-K, to beneficial
owners. In addition, if asked, the Company will reimburse these persons for their reasonable expenses in forwarding
these materials to the beneficial owners.

5
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How can I obtain additional copies of these materials or copies of other documents?
Complete copies of this Proxy Statement and the 2017 Annual Report, which includes our 2017 Form 10-K, and
directions to the Annual Meeting are also available at http://proxy.farmerbros.com. You are encouraged to access and
review all of the important information contained in the proxy materials before voting.

6
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PROPOSAL NO. 1 
ELECTION OF DIRECTORS
General
Under the Company’s Certificate of Incorporation, as amended (the “Certificate of Incorporation”), and Amended and
Restated By-Laws (“By-Laws”), the Board of Directors is divided into three classes, each class consisting, as nearly as
possible, of one-third of the total number of directors, with members of each class serving for a three-year term. Each
year only one class of directors is subject to a stockholder vote. Class II consists of two directors whose term of office
expires at the Annual Meeting and whose successors will be elected at the Annual Meeting to serve until the 2020
Annual Meeting of Stockholders. Class III consists of two directors, continuing in office until the 2018 Annual
Meeting of Stockholders. Class I consists of three directors, continuing in office until the 2019 Annual Meeting of
Stockholders.
The authorized number of directors is set forth in the Company’s Certificate of Incorporation and shall consist of not
less than five nor more than nine members, the exact number of which shall be fixed from time to time by resolution
of the Board. The authorized number of directors is currently seven. If the number of directors is changed, any
increase or decrease will be apportioned among the classes so as to maintain the number of directors in each class as
nearly equal as possible. Any vacancy on the Board of Directors that results from an increase in the number of
directors may be filled by a majority of the directors then in office, provided that a quorum is present, and any other
vacancy occurring on the Board of Directors may be filled by a majority of the directors then in office, even if less
than a quorum, or by the sole remaining director. Any director of any class elected to fill a vacancy resulting from an
increase in the number of directors of such class will hold office for a term that will coincide with the remaining term
of that class. Any director elected to fill a vacancy not resulting from an increase in the number of directors will have
the same remaining term as that of his or her predecessor.
Based on the recommendation of the Nominating and Corporate Governance Committee, the Board has nominated
Allison M. Boersma and David W. Ritterbush for election to the Board as Class II directors. If elected at the Annual
Meeting, each would serve until the 2020 Annual Meeting of Stockholders and until his or her successor is elected and
duly qualified, subject, however, to prior death, resignation, retirement, disqualification or removal from office. The
director nominees were brought to the attention of the Nominating and Corporate Governance Committee by Spencer
Stuart, whom the Nominating and Corporate Governance Committee retained in 2017 to assist with identifying
potential director nominees. The functions performed by Spencer Stuart included identifying qualified candidates,
conducting interviews and background checks, and presenting qualified candidates to the Nominating and Corporate
Governance Committee for consideration. Ms. Boersma and Mr. Ritterbush have been nominated for election to the
seats currently held by Hamideh Assadi and Guenter W. Berger, who will each serve out the remainder of their terms
as Class II directors through the Annual Meeting. Each of Ms. Boersma and Mr. Ritterbush has agreed to be named in
this Proxy Statement and serve if elected. We have no reason to believe that either such nominee will be unable to
serve if elected.
All of the present directors were elected to their current terms by the stockholders. There are no family relationships
among any directors, nominees for director or executive officers of the Company. Except as disclosed below, none of
the continuing directors or nominees is a director of any other publicly held company.
Vote Required
Each share of Common Stock is entitled to one vote for each of the two director seats to be filled at the Annual
Meeting. Each share of Series A Preferred Stock is entitled to vote on an as-converted basis together with the
Common Stock as a single class for each of the two director seats to be filled at the Annual Meeting. Each stockholder
will be given the option of voting “FOR” or withholding authority to vote for each nominee. Cumulative voting is not
permitted. It is the intention of the proxy holders named in the enclosed proxy to vote the proxies received by them
“FOR” the election of the two director nominees named herein unless the proxies direct otherwise. If either of the
director nominees should be unable to serve or for good cause will not serve, your proxy will be voted for such
substitute nominee(s) as the holders of your proxy, acting in their discretion, may determine.
Directors are elected by a plurality of the votes of the shares of Common Stock and Series A Preferred Stock (on an
as-converted basis voting together with the Common Stock as a single class) present in person or represented by proxy
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at the Annual Meeting and entitled to vote on the election of directors. This means that the two individuals nominated
for election to the Board at the Annual Meeting who receive the largest number of properly cast “FOR” votes (among
votes properly cast in person or by proxy) will be elected as directors. In director elections, stockholders may either
vote “FOR” or withhold voting authority with respect to director nominees. Shares voting “withhold” are counted for
purposes of determining a quorum. However, if you withhold authority to vote with respect to the election of either or
both of the two nominees, your shares will not be voted with respect to those nominees indicated. Therefore, “withhold”
votes will not affect the outcome of the election of directors. Brokers do not have discretionary authority to vote on
the election of directors. Broker non-votes and abstentions will have no effect on the election of directors.

7
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Nominees for Election as Directors
Set forth below is biographical information for each of the Board’s nominees for election as a Class II director at the
Annual Meeting, including a summary of the specific experience, qualifications, attributes and skills which led our
Board to conclude that the individual should serve on the Board at this time, in light of the Company’s business and
structure.
Allison M. Boersma, age 52, is currently the CFO and COO of BRG Sports Inc., a corporate holding company of
leading brands that design, develop and market innovative sports equipment, protective products, apparel and related
accessories.  The company’s core football brand, Riddell, is the industry leader in football helmet technology and
innovation. Ms. Boersma has served as the finance and operations leader for BRG Sports since April 2016,
responsible for financial oversight, including planning, treasury and risk management; leadership of global sourcing,
manufacturing and distribution; human resources; strategic planning and acquisitions; and manufacturing strategy.
Ms. Boersma has also served as CFO and COO of Riddell Inc., since May 2014, and SVP Finance, CFO Riddell, from
February 2009 to May 2014. Previously, Ms. Boersma was a finance executive with Kraft Foods, a multinational
confectionery, food and beverage conglomerate, for over 17 years, with various positions of increasing responsibility,
including serving as Sr. Director Finance, Global Procurement, from May 2007 to February 2009, with leadership and
oversight of commodity hedging and risk management, including for coffee; execution of global strategies to improve
supplier performance; commodity tracking and derivative accounting. Other positions with Kraft included Controller,
Grocery Sector; Controller, Meals Division; Director, Sales Finance, Kraft Food Services Division; and Senior
Manager, Corporate Financial Business Analysis. Ms. Boersma began her career as a Senior Auditor with Coopers &
Lybrand. Ms. Boersma received her undergraduate degree in Accountancy from the University of Illinois
Champaign-Urbana, and her Masters of Management, Marketing and Finance, from JL Kellogg Graduate School of
Management.
We believe Ms. Boersma’s qualifications to serve on our Board include her CFO and COO leadership, coffee industry
knowledge and foodservice experience, supply chain and manufacturing experience, accounting and financial
expertise, as well as her experience in IT, risk assessment, strategy formation and execution, mergers and acquisitions,
and global sourcing.
David W. Ritterbush, age 51, is currently the Chief Executive Officer of Quest Nutrition, LLC, a manufacturer and
retailer of protein and nutrition food products. He has served in this position since March 2017, with oversight of the
organization, including organizational structure, supply chain strategy, and product innovation. Prior to joining Quest
Nutrition, Mr. Ritterbush served as Chief Executive Officer of Popchips (Sonora Mills, Inc.), a manufacturer of
popped rice, corn, soy, and other grain-based snack food products, from August 2015 to February 2017. While at
Popchips, Mr. Ritterbush’s responsibilities included organization leadership, restructuring, sales turnaround, refreshed
branding and new product innovation, supply chain restructuring, co-manufacturing and global procurement.
Previously, from April 2009 to March 2015, Mr. Ritterbush held leadership positions with Premier Nutrition
Corporation, a manufacturer and retailer of beverage products, bars and shakes, including Chief Executive Officer,
Post Active Nutrition from April 2014 to March 2015; Chief Executive Officer, Premier Nutrition from August 2010
to March 2014; and Chief Operating Officer from April 2009 to August 2010. While at Premier Nutrition, Mr.
Ritterbush reorganized the organization, led a significant turnaround of the supply chain across facilities and
co-manufacturers, restructured the sales organization, and actively participated in strategy formation and acquisitions.
Prior to this, Mr. Ritterbush was Vice President/General Manager-West Business Unit, for Red Bull North America,
from October 2007 to March 2009, with leadership for the West Business Unit including sales, marketing, supply
chain, finance and accounting. Previously, Mr. Ritterbush was a sales and marketing executive with Dreyer’s Grand Ice
Cream, Inc., for over 16 years, with various positions of increasing responsibility, including serving as Senior Vice
President of Marketing-Packaged Products from October 2006 to October 2007, where he was responsible for product
design, pricing, and consumer positioning. During this period, Mr. Ritterbush served as a member of Dreyer’s
Operating Committee, Dreyer’s Graphics Development team, and a board member of the Starbuck’s Ice Cream
partnership. Mr. Ritterbush received his undergraduate degree in Business Administration, Marketing from San Diego
State University.
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We believe Mr. Ritterbush’s qualifications to serve on our Board include his CEO leadership, as well as his experience
in retail and national account foodservice, supply chain and manufacturing, marketing and consumer branding,
millennial engagement, e-commerce, strategy formation and execution, turnaround experience, sustainability and
corporate responsibility.
THE BOARD RECOMMENDS THAT STOCKHOLDERS VOTE “FOR”
EACH OF THE NOMINEES NAMED ABOVE.

8
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Directors Continuing in Office
Set forth below is biographical information for each director continuing in office and a summary of the specific
experience, qualifications, attributes and skills which led our Board to conclude that the individual should serve on the
Board at this time, in light of the Company’s business and structure.

Name Age Director
Since Class Term

Expiration
Executive
Committee

Audit
Committee

Compensation
Committee

Nominating
and
Corporate
Governance
Committee

Randy Clark 65
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