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Item 5. Other Events

The GPU Employees Savings Plan will be merged into the FirstEnergy
System Savings Plan, effective January 6, 2003. In order to accomplish this
merger, there will be a very brief blackout period for both the GPU and the
FirstEnergy plans, which will be from 4 p.m. on Wednesday, December 31, 2002

through 6 a.m. Monday, January 6, 2003. This blackout period is thus scheduled

to last only two full business days.

Because the entire Plan is subject to this brief blackout, the
Company's executive officers and directors are being asked to refrain from
buying or selling any Company stock during this blackout period, if it is stock
acquired in connection with their employment as an executive officer or
director. This request is consistent with, but not mandated by, Section 306 (a)
of the Sarbanes-Oxley Act. That provision is not effective until January 26,
2003 and only involves blackout periods that would last more than three
consecutive business days.
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